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YANCHEP DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [12.16 pm]: I rise to grieve to the Leader of the House who represents the 
Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier, in the Legislative Assembly today. My grievance today is not so 
much a grievance but a request, a demand and a cry for help for a new school to replace the existing 
Yanchep District High School. This is a subject on which I have spoken several times in this chamber, and I 
spoke on it as recently as yesterday in another context; that is, when the government was raising stamp tax by 
some $400 million over the three years I was demanding that some of that money be allocated to Yanchep for 
the school. Yanchep District High School is facing a crisis. The school was built over 40 years ago for a little 
fishing village. Back then the only way into Yanchep was up Wanneroo Road and down Yanchep Beach Road 
into this little hamlet where this enchanting little school was built. It was nothing like what happens now, where 
school sites are flattened out and limestone retaining walls are built. This school is in a rolling little valley with 
tuart trees and lovely little grass hollows. It is quite an enchanting place, but it is over 40 years old and has 
morphed into a district high school through the addition of a lot of very old demountable classrooms. It is the 
worst district high school in Western Australia, and it is not only me saying that. 
On a visit to the site in 2012 when the Minister for Education toured the school with the school council and 
principal, Mr Alan Curtis, the minister himself remarked that it was the worst district high school in 
Western Australia, and that something must be done urgently. At that stage, Yanchep District High School was 
second on the priority list for upgrades to district high schools. The minister, seeing the crisis at Yanchep District 
High School, announced in 2012 funding of $10.5 million to upgrade Yanchep District High School. That would 
have affected a lot of people’s vote going into the election. Immediately after the election in May 2013, the 
department then silently and quietly cancelled the $10.5 million upgrade, which was a devastating blow to the 
whole of the Yanchep community. Thereafter, Yanchep District High School was not on the priority list of 
district high schools to be upgraded. Many parents and the principal have written to the Department of Education 
and the minister pleading for upgrades to Yanchep District High School but they cannot get a response. 
On 20 February, parents met on the verge outside the school. The meeting was not organised by me, but the 
parents got together and spontaneously requested that I write to the Minister for Education to see whether I could 
invite him out there once again to see the high school and to tell him of their plans for the high school, bearing in 
mind that the department has bought a site on the other side of Marmion Avenue where a high school could be 
built. I wrote to the minister on 20 February pleading the urgency of this matter and, lamentably, from 
20 February to today—23 April—there has been no response from the minister. I will say that the minister is 
consistent. The school council and many parents have written to the minister and they are all ringing me to tell 
me they cannot get a response out of the minister or the department. Since the school term has gone back, over 
250 parents have individually contacted my office about the situation out there. 

We get it; there is a big debt in Western Australia of $30 billion. We get it that there is a deficit coming in the 
next budget that is predicted to be in the order of $1.5 billion. We get it that the government is putting through 
another bill to borrow a further $9 billion. From all this money, we urgently need a new high school in Yanchep 
or a generation of students will be prejudiced in their educational opportunities. There is a district high school at 
Gingin, and those students have to come down. They used to go to Mindarie College but they have now been 
told that they have to go to Butler College. That school has been open for only three years, and it goes up to year 
10. It already has 1 267 students and 10 transportables. Another 400 students are going there next year—the 
people coming down from Yanchep, and there will be another 10 transportables. I am told by the headmaster that 
the year after when the school gets to year 12, there will be another 400 new students and 10 more 
transportables. The nearest high school will therefore have 30 transportables, and the headmaster has told me 
that these will occupy the entire sporting field. The students who have to come to this stressed, overcrowded 
college have been prepared for this experience by the first 10 years of their education in what the Minister for 
Education describes as the worst district high school in Western Australia. 

This is not a matter of politics; this is not me having a go at Liberal people on the other side of this chamber. 
This is an educational crisis that we as mature adults have seen develop. The Minister for Planning is responsible 
for some of it. I praise him and the ministers who went before him. They facilitated a huge expansion of the 
northern suburbs, which has brought big dividends to LandCorp because it owns a lot of the land. As I said in my 
speech yesterday, my electorate has the most electors of any electorate in the metropolitan area. We owe a 
collective responsibility to look after these children by urgently putting in a year 12 high school. A high school 
has just been put in Banksia Grove in the southern part of my electorate—Joseph Banks Secondary College. We 
need to get those plans and tell the department to put them out to tender and build this on the land that we 
already own. We demand that in this budget, or before this budget—let us not make it political; let us get it 
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happening—a senior high school be immediately commissioned for Yanchep to take the pressure off Butler 
College. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.23 pm]: As the member for Butler indicated, I 
am representing the Minister for Education in this matter. I acknowledge the member for Butler’s interest in 
advocating for his constituents, as of course all members have a responsibility to do. I understand that he has 
written to the Minister for Education, as have members of the local community. I am advised that the Minister 
for Education will be responding to the correspondence in the very near future and will also be arranging to visit 
the school. 

By way of background and as the member indicated, in recent years Yanchep has grown substantially in 
population terms. Not so long ago it was a semi-rural area. The Perth metropolitan area has grown northwards to 
a very large extent and the urban parts of the Perth metropolitan area have now essentially met up with Yanchep, 
resulting in substantial population growth and the need for the provision of additional school facilities. There are 
currently three public schools in the Yanchep area, including Two Rocks Primary School that provides for 
students from kindergarten to year 6. The school opened in 2007 and currently has an enrolment of 423 students. 
More recently opened in 2014, Yanchep Beach Primary School provides for students from kindergarten to year 
6, and currently has an enrolment of 489 students. The subject of this grievance, Yanchep District High School, 
currently provides schooling for students from kindergarten to year 10. The school first opened in 1975 as a 
primary school and was reclassified as a district high school in 1981. It currently has an enrolment of 667 
students—316 primary and 351 secondary students. The school has a capacity for a larger number of students—
up to 900. That, of course, takes into account the transport and accommodation that is provided. 

With the opening of the more recent primary schools that I referred to in the area, the government is certainly 
indicating a strong interest in meeting population growth needs in the Yanchep community. It is acknowledged 
that the provision of high school facilities needs further attention. Year 10 students at Yanchep District High 
School currently have guaranteed placement at Mindarie Senior College. From 2017, year 10 students exiting 
Yanchep District High School will have guaranteed placement at Butler College, which opened recently in 2013. 
Butler and Mindarie, both recently opened high schools, provide high-quality physical facilities and a good range 
of senior secondary education options. Over $800 000 has been spent on the facilities at Yanchep District High 
School in the past three years for maintenance, repairs and minor works. A project has recently been approved to 
connect the school to deep sewerage system. 

More broadly, in response to the rapid population growth in the northern corridor, a new primary school opened 
in North Butler only last year in 2014 and two further new primary schools are scheduled to open in Alkimos in 
2016 and 2017. I am not suggesting that the member for Butler is suggesting it, but the government certainly 
cannot be accused of neglecting the education needs, particularly the provision of new school facilities, in the 
northern part of the metropolitan area. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: Not the primary schools, minister, but where all these new kids are going—where we are 
stuck at the moment. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Yes, we have opened new high schools as well. That reflects the substantial amount the 
government has invested in new school facilities since being in office. From 2009–10 through to 2014–15, 
$2.3 billion has been provided to construct new and replacement schools, as well as to refurbish and upgrade 
schools. It has been a substantial part of the government’s capital works program. There is a lot of debate at the 
moment about levels of state debt and so on. A lot of the capital expenditure, part of which does account for the 
debt that we have, has been spent on new school facilities. It is one of the major pressure points with the growing 
population in Western Australia and it does partly explain why we have the debt levels that we do. Between 
2009 and 2015, the government has so far opened 28 new primary schools, nine new secondary schools and 13 
replacement schools. This is a very strong track record for providing new school facilities over the last six or 
seven years. Having said that, we recognise that there are well justified and substantial needs in relation to 
Yanchep District High School. The area’s needs and the need for the provision of better facilities are recognised 
by the government. It is on the Minister for Education’s and the Department of Education’s radar, and certainly 
the government’s more widely. We will consider it further as the budgetary conditions allow. I hear the concerns 
that are being expressed and they are being taken seriously. 
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